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Lagerstromia, Adina, Vitcx, Acacia, Albizzia, and Arto-
carpus. In the hilly regions, introduced Australian trees
of quick growth are very conspicuous, and some Coniferous
woods have been recently brought in. Nearly all the
forests are managed under simple plans of working, de-
signed to produce as much material as possible without
endangering the capital stock, though this is by no means
an easy matter in a country where every village possesses
huge herds of often very poor cattle requiring forest grazing
for their support.

CHAPTER   XII
ECONOMIC   USES   OF  PALMS
OF the palms which are useful for economic purposes,
the most important are the coconut (Cocos nucifcra),
palmyra or tar (Borassus flabettifer), betel-nut palm (Areca
Cateclnt), wild date or date-sugar palm (Phanix sylvestris),
the Indian sago palm or salop (Caryota urens), which yields
the kittul fibre used in brush-making, and the several species
of Calamus, of which the rope-like stems yield the canes
and rattans of commerce. According to a Tamil proverb,
801 uses are ascribed to the palmyra palm.
The coconut palm grows luxuriantly along the littoral
of both the west and east coasts, and is also cultivated far
inland, eg. in Coimbatore and Mysore. It is further an
important source of livelihood to the Laccadive islanders,
who bring their produce to Malabar. A very important
industry in Malabar is the extraction of the fibre known as
coir (kayar) from the outer walls of the fruits or husks of
the coconut. These are retted (or rotted) by burying
them in pits on the margin of rivers, streams, or back-
waters, in which they are left to soak for six months, a